Fielding, et al [Page 1 ]

HTTP Working Group                                     R. Fielding, UC Irvine

INTERNET-DRAFT                                          J. Gettys, Compaq/W3C

<draft-ietf-http-v11-spec-rev-05>                         J. C. Mogul, Compaq

                                                          H. Frystyk, W3C/MIT

                                                           L. Masinter, Xerox

                                                          P. Leach, Microsoft

                                                      T. Berners-Lee, W3C/MIT

Expires March 11, 1999                                     September 11, 1998

                               Hypertext Transfer Protocol -- HTTP/1.1

Status of this Memo

T his document is an Internet-Draft. Internet-Drafts are working documents of the Internet Engineering T ask Force

(IET F), its areas, and its working groups. Note that other groups may also distribute working documents as Internet-

Drafts.

Internet-Drafts are draft documents valid for a maximum of six months and may be updated, replaced, or made

obsolete by other documents at any time. It is inappropriate to use Internet-Drafts as reference material or to cite

them other than as ^work in progress~.

T o learn the current status of any Internet-Draft, please check the ^
1id-abstracts.txt

~ listing contained in the

Internet-Drafts Shadow Directories on
ftp.is.co.za

 (Africa),
 nic.nordu.net

 (Europe),

munnari.oz.au

                                                                                                             (Pacific Rim),
ftp.ietf.org

 (US East Coast), or
ftp.isi.edu

 (US West Coast).

Distribution of this document is unlimited. Please send comments to the HT T P working group at <
http-

wg@hplb.hpl.hp.com

>. Discussions of the working group are archived at

http://www.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/http/

. General discussions about HT T P and the applications which

use HT T P should take place on the <
www-talk@w3.org

> mailing list.

T he IET F takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any intellectual property or other rights that might be

claimed to pertain to the implementation or use of the technology described in this document or the extent to which

any license under such rights might or might not be available; neither does it represent that it has made any effort to

identify any such rights. Information on the IET F’s procedures with respect to rights in standards-track and

standards-related documentation can be found in BCP-9  [46] . Copies of claims of rights made available for

publication and any assurances of licenses to be made available, or the result of an attempt made to obtain a general

license or permission for the use of such proprietary rights by implementors or users of this specification can be

obtained from the IET F Secretariat.

Abstract

T he Hypertext T ransfer Protocol (HT T P) is an application-level protocol for distributed, collaborative, hypermedia

information systems. It is a generic, stateless, protocol which can be used for many tasks beyond its use for

hypertext, such as name servers and distributed object management systems, through extension of its request

methods, error codes and headers [47]. A feature of HT T P is the typing and negotiation of data representation,

allowing systems to be built independently of the data being transferred.

HT T P has been in use by the World-Wide Web global information initiative since 1990. T his specification defines

the protocol referred to as ^HT T P/1.1~, and is an update to RFC 2068  [33] .

Copyright Notice

Copyright (C) T he Internet Society (1998). All Rights Reserved. See section 20  for the full copyright notice.

Fielding, et al [Page 3 ]

Table of Contents

HYPERTEXT TRANSFER PROTOCOL -- HTTP/1.1 ................................ ................. 1

Status of this M emo ................................ ................................