W3 Licensing Issues – Summary

Considering :

• Information providers must know information they publish will be universally accessible. Therefore, some browser must be available to everyone.

• Commercial companies must be free to develop W3-compatible code. They want to, and they offer their code and/or manpower to HEP institutes in return.

• For the project to have credibility in the academic computing world, code must be available for scrutiny and modification. This is an irreplaceable source of feedback and improvement.

• The bulk of the code involved in the W3 project is in fact from outside CERN.

• There are less fucntional competing sytems which are in the public domain, and these will become standard, to the detriment of all W3 users, if W3 distribution is impaired.

We Propose :

• The basic library and simple client and server go out with General Public License, with CERN keeping the copyright.

• A consortium is formed of other developers, allowing sharing code by members.

General consortium terms are agreed with CERN management, then individual organization’s membership terms negotiated with the CERN W3 team, saving direct directorate or administration involvement case by case.

Urgency

Whilst we can afford to spend more time refining the consortium terms, we urgently need the go-ahead on the two points above.

______________________________________________________________________

Example collaborators :

• New Jersey Institute of Technology: Academic body offeres information services commercially. Would like to be W3 compatible. Waiting for terms for more than a year.

• O’Reilly Associates. Have been supporting the W3 Viola tool in use at CERN and other HEP sites out of generosity and far-mindedness while waiting for consortium terms.

• EARN and IOP publishing among others for have offered supportgiven a suitable framework.

• MCNC’s Clearinghouse for Networked Information Discovery and Retrieval (CNIDR) has NSF grant to help support freely available NIDR software.